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Child-friendly room at police station in Sec 17

HT Correspondent
= chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: DGP Sanjay Bani-
wal and SSP Nilambari Jagdal-
ealong with DSP woman and
child supportunit Anjitha Che-
pyalainaugurated the firstever
child-friendly roominthe prem-
ises of womenand child support
unitin Sector 17on Thursday.

The room has been made
adheringto the Juvenile Justice
(careand protection of children)
Act, 2015.

It is prepared for chil-
drenwho accompany their par-
entsduring marital dispute-re-
lated issues. The children will
be able to spend time at the
police station in a lively and
playful atmosphere.
The room can also be used for
breastfeeding.

DGP Sanjay Baniwal said,
“We will try to replicate this

facility in other police stations.
We plan to redesign the police
facilities to be citizen friendly.”

He added that children in
conflict with thelaw or the ones
abandoned can utilise theroom.

According to the guidelines,
there should be a sepa-
rate child-friendly corner/
roomin police stations for inter-
action with them, along with
space and furniture for comfort-
able sitting. Facilities such as
cleandrinking water, separate
toilets and refreshmentshould
be provided.

The corner/room should be
distinguished fromother parts
of the police station by means of
colourful posters, age appropri-
ate toys and separately main-
tained furniture. If possible,
theroom/corner should be kept
under CCTV surveillance to
ensure that child is treated
properly.
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= Chandigarh DGP Sanjay Beniwal with other officers at the inauguration of child-friendly room at Women
and Child Support Unit in Sector 17 in Chandigarh on Thursday. KESHAV SINGH/HT
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DAILYPOST interview

Regulating traffic and cops in
the same breath: SSP Trafﬁc

THE UT TRAFFIC POLICE ARE SPRUCED UP TO
KEEP AN EAGLE’S EYE ON TRAFFIC VIOLATORS
AND ADDRESSING DAILY ISSUES OF TRAFFIC
CONGESTION AND DRUNK DRIVING. THERE
HAVE BEEN A NUMBER OF NEW INITIATIVES
TO STREAMLINE ROAD TRAFFIC IN THE CITY
AND AT THE SAME TIME EFFORTS HAVE BEEN
MADE TO SENSITIZE POLICE PERSONNEL
ABOUT THE CONSEQUENCES OF INDULGING IN
CORRUPT AND UNETHICAL PRACTICES.

IN AN EXCLUSIVE CONVERSATION, SENIOR
SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE (SSP) TRAFFIC,
SHASHANK ANAND TOUCHES ON ALL SUCH
STEPS THAT HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO REGULATE
THE FORCE AS MUCH AS TO REGULATE

TRAFFIC ON THE ROADS.

WAML WASHISHT

Chandigarh

Q.In view of the recent
incidents in which the UT
traffic police personnel
were caught in graft alle-

gations, what is beinﬁ done
to keep an eye on such acts?

A.We always try to impart
awareness among our per-
sonnel about the conse-
quences, if found guilty
of being associated with
any such unprofessional
acts. I sensitize my team
on a daily basis and urge
them to desist from being
involved in any such activi-
ties. Moreover, technologi-
cal aids such as body-worn
cameras, surveillance on
on-duty officers both by
live streaming and traffic
marshals to keep a check.

Q.On the back of a recent
unsuccessful pilot project
of traffic diversion, has
the department taken any
positives out of it? Is there
any course of actions be-
ing planned to ease traffic
congestion?

A.Yes, a lot of positives have
been identified out of that
pilot project which will
help in framing a much-
improved plan to ease traf-
fic snarls and congestion
especially during the peak
hours. Besides good desk
planning, the contribu-
tion from the public also
plays a vital role in ensur-
ing smooth traffic manage-
ment.

Q.Despite HC strict orders
against wrong parking in
the city, vehicles parked
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on pedestrian paths, road
berms is still existent.
What is being done to en-
sure adherence?

A.Intensive actions are be-
ing taken against the vio-
lators. More than 40,000
challans were issued last
year, which is double the
challans issued in 2017.
Also, elﬁ ht more recovery
vans will soon be added to
the already existing four
towing facilities. Besides,
the citizens also need to
understand the gravity of
the issue and contribute
equally.

Q.Besides mobile nakas,
what other measures are
being taken to tighten the
noose around drunk driv-
ing in the city?

A.Drunk driving has al-
ways been a major issue
in the city. Considering
umpteen number of bars
and liquor vends across
the city, steps are being
taken bg/ the department
on both awareness and
penalty basis. Prime loca-

tions with heavy footfalls,
especially on weekends,
such as Sector 26, 7, Elante
Mall are always under in-
tensive surveillance. Also,
the bars and liquor vends
are encouraged to provide
breath analyzer facilities to
visitors.

Q.What is your overview
of the positives and im-
provement areas pertain-
ing to the current traffic
management system in
the city?

A Talking about positives,
98 road casualties were re-
ported last year in compar-
ison to 151 cases reported
in 2016. Taking forward the
extensive enforcements
levels last year, the safety
of pedestrians and cyclists
will be a key area of im-
provement. Also, a detailed
strategy will be formed to
ease traffic congestion on
main roads, market areas
during peak hours. We are
positive about achievin
the desired outcomes wit
equal support from the
public.
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