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‘I am just a call away for women in distress’

ASSISTANTSUPERINTENDENT of
Police Niharila Bhatt is in charge
of the southern division of
Chandigarh, which is notorious
forkeeping cops on theirtoes due
to its population density, a large
number of paying guests, and
proximity to Mohali This young
police officer, who was trans-
ferred here after a stint in
Uttarakhand, says her team is
keeping avigilon the

lous elements in the division with
a special foaus on women safety.
Bhatt tells Jagpreet Singh that
tenant verification drives are an
ideal way for the police to get to
know the people of the city

Chandigarh is not considered a
saffe city for women after darlc
How doyou think the UTPolice
can makewomen feel safe?
We have identified several
blind spots where there is a prob-
abilityof unscrupul ous el ements
targeting women. Police teams
are keeping a regular check on
these spots; they have been there
bothin uniformand plain dothes.
There are also clear instructions
from the SSP to all the ranks of
policemen tohelp thewomenin

any problem. We have been
holding sensitisation drives for
palice offidal sregarding women-
related issues. They know the
protocol that needs to be fol-
lowed when a woman lodges a
complaint. Thecityhas awoman
S5P and ASP, women can ap-
proach us on our mobile phone
numbers anytime they face any
problem.

The police have been conduct-
ing raids toensure tenants' ver-
ification. Why this sudden fo-
cus on verification of tenants
and servants?

‘We have received a number
of suggestions and complaints
from residents’ welfare associa-
tions regarding the importance
of conductingtenant verification
at regulat intervals. Also, the

Police needs to know
whoislivinginourarea Aspecial
drive is being cond ucted for ten-
ant verification in all sub-divi-
sions of dity. For example, we ver-
ified 600 houses recently in a
driveinSector 63.A similar drive
isbeing conducted in all the sec-
tors by the policemen ondutyin
the area.
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Niharika Bhatt fashir Malhi
itisaveryuseful exerciseforpo-  and Uttarakhand. In Chandigarh,
Hasthe drive helped you? lice. and it is conducted at reg-  there is more of petty aime, the
Recently a wanted Kashmir  ular intervals. jority of which is induced by
youthwas held during the drive. drug addiction. This is not soin
A 19-year-old youth, Nasir HowdoyourateChandigarchon Uttarakhand. But  since
Ahmadof Kupwara district, was  lawand order ascomparedto  Uttarakhand borders Uttar
residing at Mani Majra He was  other cities in Uttarakhand  Pradesh(UP),thereis ahighinci-
arrested after it was found that  whereyouwere posted earier?  dence of anti-social elements
he waswanted in a case filed at Thereis adifference between  fromUP committingcrime inthe
the Kralpora police station. So,  crime committed inChandigarh ~ state and going back. In
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Chandigarh, persons imvolved in
crime are mostly fromthe dty or
neighbouring  townships.
Though Chandigarhis contigu-
ous with Punjab and Haryana,
the police here are much more
professional, disciplined and ef-
ficient

Which factors do you blame for
rising crime, especially in the
southern sectors of
Chandigarh?

The southem part of
Chandigarh is aveny big division
and both the area and population
density is much higher as com-
pared to the East and Central
Division. Also, the southern sac-
tors have the longest boundary
with the neighbouring state,
There isagreaterdiversity of peo-
ple here, which leads to more
crime. Snatchers from Mohali
come here to preyon the locals
and then make good theirescape.
The police in the southern divi-
sion, however, are keeping a
close vigil on anti-social
elements.

There have been some cases of
local goons demanding protec-

tion money. How do you plan
to tackle this menace?

We have been conducting
raids in few such areas of
Chandigarh, including Burail, on
the basis of intel ligence inputs or
complaints. The arrest of accused
Mo nty Shah followed suchintel-
ligence inputs. Our teams con-
tinue to act against such un-
scrupulous elements.

Chandigarh hasa large number
of resident welfare associa-
tions. How do you plantorope
themin to improve lawand or-
der?

Special meetings are con-
ducted with the RWAs regularly
and their suggestions for the city
and their particular area are con-
sidered for further action. We
have been requesting the RWAs
to install CCTV cameras in their
area to help the police in case of
any criminal activity. Issues
relating to traffic, parking or any
problems in the market or
surrounding  areas  are
frequently discussed during
our meetings with RWAs,
and we try w find out a

practicable solution.




